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Bl��, a�� 10, i� ���n��n� ��� �����n� �� 
L��id� t� �i�i� ��� �r�n�p���nt�. 
E��� ��n�� ��� wa� ����� , ��� �r�n�m� ha� t�l� 
��� �ha� ��� n��� c��e� �r�� � ���� �l� 
�ma�� � ��� M���� � Go� �r�� ��� S�� V��l� . 
S� Bl��’� �e�i�e� t� fi���� i� �u�. S��'� s�r�-
��e� �� ��� ���l���� b�ot� �n� ... of� t� ��� 
T�r� �� l� S�� V��l�! 
W�n� t� ���� ���? S���� ��� ��i�ma�, ��� �� ��� 
g�p� �n� y��’�� �isc���� ����� ��i� �ma�� i� �� 
wa�. R�������, ��� n��� i� �� Cat�l��!  

In search  
 Blau!!of the

E��l����!
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This route begins in the Turó parking 
lot (Plaça de la Sardana). If you're 
already there, let the adventure begin!
And what better way to do so than 
by taking a selfie with the Seu Vella 
in the background!

Before you looms the highest 
element of the Seu Vella, the bell 
tower. Its bells rang out across 
Catalonia to commemorate a 
very auspicious date. 
Do you know which one?     

1

2

If you didn’t bring a phone, you can skip this question

---------------

From this spot, you must be feeling really small!
A perfectly normal sensation, considering the bell 
tower is as tall as a human tower of 43 
10-year-old children (1.40 m each). 
Do you know how tall that is?

---------
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Di� y�� �n��... ��� S�� V��l�’� �rs� m�����nt�� �lo�� 
ha� ���� ��� h�n� �n� 24 h��r� �ns�ea� � 12?

Now, a game of visual memory.
You've probably seen the Seu Vella’s silhouette 
thousands of times, but, do you know all its 
details?

4 You've arrived at the Fillols Gate.
This door is being watched. Look up and...ta-da! 
Several heads look back at you and some even make 
faces: they are demons. But what’s a bunch of 
demons doing there on a door?

They form a protective shield to keep demons (evil) out 
of the Seu Vella.        
They scare people.
They form evidence of a satanic ritual performed in 
that era.

these heads are associated with the myth of Gorgona, in which 
Perseus cuts off Medusa's head and delivers it to Athena. 
Google it and you'll be able to answer the question.

5 This spot is the oldest and furthest from the bell 
tower. You’ll see there are several semicircular 
structures, called apses. Count them and say how 
many there used to be.                 

Hint: some apses are no longer there but are drawn on the 
surface.

Did you know... part of the Seu Vella was destroyed by a big 
explosion in the King's Castle when it was a gunpowder 
magazine? 

6 You've arrived at the Apostles Gate. A game of 
differences: the drawing on the left shows what 
the door and the Seu Vella’s surroundings were like 
nearly 500 years ago. Circle the door in the 
drawing and say what differences you see with 
respect to the door and cathedral of today.

A. Five hundred years ago, the Seu Vella was 
surrounded by houses and a great stairway leading 
from the door of the Seu Vella to the bottom of 
the hill. Today, neither the houses nor the stairway 
remain. 

B. Five hundred years ago, the Seu Vella was 
surrounded by houses and a great stairway leading 
from the door of the Seu Vella to the bottom of 
the hill. Today, both the houses and the stairway 
are still there.

C. Five hundred years ago, the Seu Vella was 
surrounded by houses and the bell tower hadn’t 
been built yet. Today, both the houses and the bell 
tower can be seen.

7

It's time to go inside. Head to reception and 
present this itinerary to get your free ticket! 

You are in the cloister. A courtyard with a 
central garden typical of the cathedrals, 
churches and monasteries of the Middle Ages. 
Before you, you will also see some highly 
decorated arcade windows. Observe them and 
say if there are any two alike. 

Hint: find the arcade windows in the photo and you’ll 
know if there are any two alike. But, watch out, because 

Have you found two alike?     P.  YES  / Q. NO 
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Did you know... in the 17th century, in the context of the 
Reaper's War, hundreds of houses surrounding the Seu Vella 
were demolished to build, in their place, the fortification 
(wall) which can still be seen today?

A-5       B-3       C-4



Now we’re going to talk about death. That’s right: 
death. You are facing the tomb of someone who 
was very important to the Seu Vella. Can you 
figure out who it is? The objects which surround the 
individual will help you. Identify and circle them.

Finally, what you've been waiting for: climbing 
the bell tower, “made for titans or for men of 
the giant race”, as Magí Morera says in the 
poem he dedicated to it in 1912. Before 
going up, one last test. Start by warming up 
your voice and reciting the poem.
It’s written in nonnormative Catalan, as the 
first general dictionary of the Catalan langua-
ge wasn’t published until 1931.

9 You’ve just entered the church. Go to the marked 
spot and look at the ceiling. It looks as if you're in 
the belly of a whale, doesn’t it? It is gigantic and 
is held up, in large part, by the enormous pillars 
you see on either side. Let’s measure them! We’ll 
do it how it was done in the past, with our 
bodies. Count their length in feet and write it on 
the photo.  

Did you know... the Seu Vella’s proportions are based on the 
Visigoth foot, which had a length of 33.33 cm, and the side you 
just measured was seven Visigoth feet long? It doesn't seem like 
a very human size, since a modern shoe size of 45 equals 28 cm.

If there's a ruler on hand, also make a note of the 
centimetres. ____feet       ______cm

10 Wondering how old the Seu Vella is?
In this spot you’ll discover the year they started 
building it, but, to discover it, you’ll have to know 
Roman numerals.
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If you've liked the fantastical animals you've seen so 
far, you’ll love the mermaids here. Do you know 
what they are? In effect, a mermaid is half-wo-
man and half-fish, although there were also bird 
mermaids. From where you are now, say which of 
the two mermaids you see.

Hint: look up!

Did you know... that mermaids had been known, since 
ancient times, as very negative animals and represented 
the dangers and evils of women in a society dominated by 
men? Can you imagine what life was like for women then?

Did you know... when the poem was added to the bell 
tower, in the early 20th century, it was located 
outside because the Seu Vella was a military barracks?

pilgrim’s bag

mitre

crosier

crown

And if you’d like to know 
more, about the Blau 
Mother of God, visit this 
website. 

8 Stand in the middle of the garden and look 
up. Surprise! This time they’re not demons, 
but rather monstrous animals petrified with 
their mouths open! They are gargoyles, figures 
which once served a very important purpose. 
Do you know what they were used for? 

Hint: look at where they’re placed, just under the roof.

Did you know... the contract from the year 1193 made out 
to the Seu Vella’s master of works, Pere de Coma, has been 
conserved, and his name appears, in Latin, in the last line 
of this stone (PE/TR/US D CUBA)?

If you've made it this far, congratulations: you 
are a GREAT EXPLORER! 

?

?

M.  They were used to scare people. 
N.  They were used as decoration.
O.  They were used to collect rainwater. 
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